Legal Methods I

SYLLABUS

Course: Legal Methods I			Term: Fall 2026
Course Number: L151F                               Meeting Time: Thursdays 1:30-4:30 PM   OR                           6:30-9:30 PM
Number of Units:  Two			Instructor: ALL
						E-mail: brhan.ahmed@faculty.sjcl.edu
  raquel.busani@faculty.sjcl.edu
  jeffrey.castleton@faculty.sjcl.edu
  ray.horng@faculty.sjcl.edu                         
  jhoward@sjcl.edu
  jperez@sjcl.edu 		   
  allison.ryan@faculty.sjcl.edu
  vincente.tennerelli@faculty.sjcl.edu
  amelia.thompson@faculty.sjcl.edu                    
[bookmark: _Toc426015501]COURSE DESCRIPTION  
The purpose of this course is to introduce students to the skills that are essential for their ultimate success in law school. Students will be introduced to the importance of time management and class preparation.  In addition, students will learn about precedent, the federal and California legal systems, and the hierarchy of legal authorities.  Early in the semester, students will be taught how to read a case, prepare a case brief for class participation, and take class notes.  Soon thereafter, they will be introduced to the important skill of outlining their course materials and to how those outlines can help them to prepare for an exam.  Students will also be instructed on how to effectively take law school exams.  Finally, students will learn about legal analysis, TREAT/IRAC, and the importance of developing their writing skills.   
STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES
This course will cover and assess the following Student Learning Outcomes (SLOs): 
· [bookmark: _Toc453597770]Student Learning Outcome 1.  Comprehend the structures and processes of the U.S. legal system and foundational substantive law.
· Student Learning Outcome 2.  Demonstrate proficiency in legal analysis and problem solving.
· Student Learning Outcome 3.  Demonstrate competence in written and oral communication.
· Student Learning Outcome 4.  Demonstrate mastery of strategies and technologies of legal research.
· Student Learning Outcome 5.  SJCL graduates will recognize and resolve ethical issues.
CLASS PREPAREDNESS & ATTENDANCE
Per the attendance policy, you are allowed three (3) absences.  The failure to be prepared for class and/or turn in required material to the instructor will result in the student being marked absent for that day of class.  

In the event that this course has to take place remotely via Zoom, students are expected to sign-in to the class Zoom session at least five minutes before class time.  Students shall not turn off their video stream or use avatars in place of a live video stream of themselves during class time.  Failure to adhere to these rules will result in the student being marked absent per the attendance rules in the Student Handbook.  
Weekly class lectures will be designed to complement and build upon the assigned readings, rather than repeat them. Professors will assume that you have completed the assigned reading prior to class and have a working understanding of the concepts introduced. As a result, lectures are designed to build on the reading—not to repeat it. Lectures may not cover every concept presented in the reading. Instead, class time will focus on applying those concepts, working through examples, and developing the analytical skills introduced in the materials.
You are responsible for all assigned reading, including concepts and skills that may not be discussed directly in lecture. Mastery of these materials is essential, as they form the foundation for class discussions, written assignments, and exams. Refer to the syllabus for the weekly assigned readings. 
[bookmark: _Toc426015503]INSTRUCTOR AVAILABILITY
One of the primary aims of this course is to support you during your first year of law school.  This includes helping you with the concepts taught in this class and helping you adjust to the rigorous demands of law school.  Each of your instructors is happy to meet with you either before or after class or outside of class.  We want you to feel supported throughout this first year, so do not hesitate to reach out to each of us for assistance or advice. Some of your instructors will have formally designated office hours outside of class.  Others will accommodate you on request.  It is incumbent on you, however, to reach out and ask for assistance. 
GRADING
Your class grade will be based upon a total of 100 available percentage points.  The points are earned through graded writing assignments, in-class practice exams/midterms, and a final exam.  One percentage point is awarded for each of the three scheduled practice exams.  The student must make a good faith effort on the practice exams and the professor retains sole discretion over awarding percentage points for these practice exams.  Each student must meet individually for an informal status meeting with their professor during the semester.  These meetings do not have to be in person and can occur outside of class time at the discretion of the professor. If a student fails to meet with their professor, a percentage point will be deducted from their final course grade.  Grades are calculated as follows:
	Assignment #1 	– Hypothetical #1 IRAC Response with Explanatory Synthesis (3%)
	Assignment #2	– Hypothetical #2 IRAC Response with Rule and Explanatory Synthesis (7%)
Assignment #3	– TREAT Portion of a Law Office Memo (15%) 
Assignment #4	– Second TREAT (20%)
Assignment #5 	– Full Law Office Memo (20%)
For Credit 	– Bio, Schedule, Revised Schedule, Case Briefing, and Hypothetical #0 (2%)
Practice Exams	– Civil Procedure, Contracts, Torts (1% each)
Final Exam 	– Final Exam (30%)
ASSIGNMENTS 
In this course, you will be required to prepare and submit written assignments.  These assignments will comprise the majority of your course grade during the semester. These assignments are to be uploaded to TWEN on or before the dates and times specified in this syllabus or by your professor.  If you need assistance with how to use TWEN, consult your professor.  It is your responsibility to turn in your assignments on time.  Late assignments will be accepted; however, the late assignment’s grade will be decreased by 15 points (15% out of 100) for each successive 24-hour period the assignment is turned in following the due date and time. The point deductions are cumulative.  Thus, an assignment due August 28, 2026 at 11:00 PM that is turned in on August 30, 2026 at 1:00 AM (26 hours later) would suffer a total decrease of 30 points.    

Assignments that will be graded are to be uploaded to the appropriate TWEN folder for your Legal Methods 1 section. Pursuant to the instructions provided here and SJCL policy, use your nine-digit Student Exam ID number for purposes of identification on all graded course assignments.  DO NOT include your name on any assignment you upload to TWEN. Please remove the identifying metadata properties from submitted Word documents before submitting them by following these instructions: 
How to remove identifying properties from a Microsoft Word file before submitting it. (sjcl.edu)

Please submit your documents in MICROSOFT WORD ONLY.  Files uploaded to TWEN in .pdf format will be treated as late submissions.
PLAGIARISM 
SJCL abides by a student honor code, as set forth in the student handbook.  If you have not read the section of the student handbook relating to the honor code, please do so prior to the beginning of this class.  As such, all students are expected to act with utmost honesty, fairness, and concern for their professional reputation and the reputation of the school. Students are strictly prohibited from engaging in “unethical conduct,” which includes plagiarism and as listed below, unauthorized collaboration.  

Plagiarism is taking someone/something else’s words or ideas and presenting them as your own without attributing them to the original source(s). If you are going to utilize or rely upon the work of another in a submitted assignment, you MUST provide proper attribution to the source used.  Typically, this is done through legal citation.  Attribution refers not only to actual quotations from another’s work, but also includes the basis for an idea you expressed or the authority for a proposition that you stated in your own words.  Therefore, if any submitted assignment contains an idea or a proposition that you did not create entirely on your own, you must attribute to its source.  

SJCL’s student honor code requires that all submitted work either be your own or be attributed to its source.  Direct copying from either a source or from another student’s work and submitting it as your own without prior authorization from your professor(s) is prohibited and will result in a grade of zero for the assignment and will result in disciplinary action and possible expulsion from SJCL.    
GENERATIVE ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE 
Students are prohibited from using generative AI tools, including paraphrasing tools, to complete any assignments for this class, unless indicated otherwise by the professor. It will be considered a violation of the academic standards for this course for any student to submit writing generated by any other person or entity, including any generative AI program, unless otherwise indicated. This prohibition does not include the spelling and grammar checks that are included in the Microsoft Office software that is supplied though SJCL. If you have any questions about which tools are permitted or prohibited on any assignment, you must ask in advance. Finally, generative AI detection tools may be used in reviewing assignments.
UNAUTHORIZED COLLABORATION ON ASSIGNMENTS
Writing courses at SJCL are unlike your substantive classes.  In your substantive classes, you are typically graded almost exclusively based on your performance during a final exam.  In these classes, collaboration between students to understand the concepts explained in class is encouraged because it is just you, the student, taking the final exam.  Your writing classes are different. 

In your writing classes, you are graded based on your performance with assignments spaced throughout the semester.  These assignments are meant to introduce, reinforce, and assess your understanding of concepts presented in class during the semester.  It is essential to the process of learning and assessing what you have learned in your writing classes for you to perform all your own work. This includes research for your assignments, editing your assignments, and proofreading your assignments.  Specifically, you may not collaborate with other students on your assignments in this course, unless specifically instructed to do so by your professor.  This means that you may not discuss your research with other students.  You may not share how you addressed the issues presented by an assignment with other students.  You may not share how you organized your assignment with other students. You may not ask for other students to proofread or edit your assignments.  
If you have questions about a particular assignment or are having difficulty understanding what is being asked of you, you need to speak to your professor.  This is only fair to all students, as it allows the professor to recognize any confusion and address it with all students during class time. 
If your professor determines that there has been unauthorized collaboration on an assignment, the professor will have the authority to deduct points from your assignment as they deem appropriate, including giving a zero for the assignment.  Should students continue to unauthorizedly collaborate on subsequent assignments, the students will be subject to greater disciplinary action, including failing the class, or in extreme cases, expulsion. For additional information on disciplinary actions related to academic conduct violations, please consult your student handbook under the Academic Standards and Procedures section.  
COUNSELING SUPPORT SERVICES:
SimpleTherapy is a confidential resource for students and their immediate household members provided at no cost by San Joaquin College of Law. The program is designed to help students address a variety of concerns, such as anxiety, stress, substance abuse and adjustment issues that may impact academic performance and cause personal distress.  

Simple EAP gives you access to a variety of clinical and non-clinical resources, including confidential access to a licensed therapist 24/7 for short-term counseling, and up to three sessions per situation every six months. Contact Simple resources by phone at 1-888-425-4800, through the App, eConnect Mobile, or at https://www.simpleeap.com/with the user name: sjclstudents. For questions, please contact Dean Tennerelli ltennerelli@sjcl.edu or Beth Pitcock at bpitcock@sjcl.edu.
ACCOMMODATIONS:
Because of SJCL’s anonymous grading policy, faculty are not aware of which students receive accommodations. Accordingly, students seeking classroom recordings as a disability accommodation must do so by contacting the Law School Coordinator, Pat Smith per SJCL’s Student Handbook.
RECORDING LECTURES AND OTHER CLASSROOM ACTIVITIES:
The use of technologies for audio and video recording of lectures and other classroom activities, whether in-person or on zoom, is allowed only with the express permission of the professor.  Your instructor(s) will personally only give this permission in cases of ADA accommodations.  In cases where recordings are allowed, such content is restricted to personal use only. “Personal use” is defined as use by an individual student for the purpose of studying or completing course assignments.  You may not send recordings to others, including other students, or publish or share the recording online. 
[bookmark: _Toc426015504]REQUIRED MATERIALS:
· Legal Writing and Analysis (3rd ed.) by Michael Murray and Christy DeSanctis
· Plain English for Lawyers (7th ed.) by Wydick and Sloan (Available for FREE on the library website in Study AidsLexisNexis)
· Cracking the Case Method (4th ed.) by Paul Bergman, Patrick Goodman, and Thomas Holm (Available for FREE on the library website in Study AidsWest Academic)
[bookmark: _Toc426015506]Note: Other assigned course readings that can be downloaded from TWEN
ORIENTATION WEEK CLASS MEETINGS
The initial week of instruction for Legal Methods 1 is different than all of the subsequent weeks in the course.  For this week only, classes will meet twice—one on Tuesday, one on Thursday.  Both sessions will be three hours long, as the material we cover will be critical to your ability to prepare for your substantive classes for the rest of your time in law school.  Daytime classes will be held 1:30-4:30 PM.  Evening classes will be held 6:30-9:30 PM.  If you have further questions do not hesitate to contact the law school facilitator.  

	Date
	Topic(s)
	Read for class
	Assignments
	SLO

	8/11

Orientation
Week 

Class 1
(Tuesday)
	Introduction to the Case Method; 
Rules of Law and Legal Reasoning
Introduction to TWEN
	Murray:   Chs. 1 & 2 (pp. 1-21) 
Bergman: Chs. 6 & 8
Course Reading: 
· Foundations of Legal Analysis and the Case Method; 
· Applying the Framework: Gray v. State
· The Green Bag Vol. 11, No. 1; 
· Student’s Guide to TWEN; 
Cases: 
· The State v. Wilson; 
· State v. Billings; 
· Gray v. State                  
	Due: Student Bio and Two-week life schedule (Email bio and schedule to your professor by 8/10/25. Write your name on it and DO NOT WRITE YOUR EXAM ID ON THESE).

Assign #0: IRAC Response; Due 8/13 before class begins. 
	SLO 1 and SLO 2

	8/13

Orientation
Week 

Class 2
(Thursday)
	Case Books; Case Briefing; Hierarchy of Authority; Determining legal rules from legal authority; Rule Synthesis



	Murray:   Chs. 3 (pp.39-50) & 4 (pp.51-54); Appendix A (pp. 407-411) and Appendix C (pp.433-445)
Cases: 
· Woods v. State;
· State v. Bennett;
· Hamilton v. State;
· People v. Winhoven;
· People v. Moreno;
· State v. Neff.
	Due: Hypo #0 IRAC Response; (Email to your professor before class on 8/13/25. Write your name on it; DO NOT WRITE YOUR EXAM ID ON THIS).


	SLO 1 and SLO 2





COURSE SCHEDULE
Course: Legal Methods 1		Term:	Fall 2026	               Instructor: All
	Date
	Topic(s)
	Read for class
	Assignments
	SLO

	8/20
Week
1
	Rule synthesis (cont.) & Explanatory synthesis

	Murray:   Chs. 5 and 6 
Wydick:    pp. 3 – 24
Cases:
· Shoemaker v. State;
· Commonwealth v. Harlow;
· State v. Ellison
	Assign #1: IRAC Response with Explanatory Synthesis; due 8/26.
	SLO 1 and SLO 2


	8/27
Week
2
	Rule synthesis (cont.) & Explanatory synthesis

	Murray:   Ch. 6 
Cases:
· People v Dupree
· Jones v State
· Pack v State
· Walker v State
	Due: Hypo #1 IRAC Response with Explanatory Synthesis Upload to TWEN on 8/26 before 11:00 PM.

Assign #2: IRAC Response with Rule and Explanatory Synthesis; due 9/2.
	SLO 2


	9/3

Week
3
	Rule synthesis & Explanatory synthesis (cont.)

	Course Reading: Explanatory Parentheticals Can Pack a Persuasive Punch by Voigt
Wydick:   pp. 25-36

	Due: Hypo #2 IRAC Response with Rule and Explanatory Synthesis Upload to TWEN on 9/9 before 11:00 PM.

Assign #3: TREAT Response; due 9/23.
	SLO 2


	9/10

Week
4
	Explanatory synthesis (cont.), Analysis, and the
TREAT Format

	Murray:   Ch. 7
Wydick:   pp. 37-52
Cases: 
· State v. Bowen
	
	SLO 2

	9/17

Week
5
	TREAT Format

	Murray:   Ch. 10 and Chs. 5-7 Review

	Due: Hypo #3 TREAT Response Upload to TWEN on 9/23 before 11:00 PM.

Assign #4: Hypo #4 TREAT Response; due 10/9.
Assign: Revised two-week life schedule; due 9/24.
	SLO 1 and SLO 3


	9/24
Week
6
	TREAT Format and Revising & Editing Text

	Wydick: pp. 53-70   

	Due: Revised two-week life schedule; email to professor before class on 9/24.
	SLO 2 and SLO 3

	10/1

Week
7
	Outlining, Exam taking, Study Methods


	Murray:   Appendix D
Bergman: Chs. 10, 11, and 12

	 
	SLO 1 


	10/8

Week
8
	Contracts Midterm (advisory graded) to be taken on 10/8 in class using Word; Legal Memoranda
	Wydick: pp. 71-85
	Due: Hypo #4 TREAT Response Upload to TWEN on 10/9 before 11:00 PM.

	SLO 1, SLO 2, and SLO 3

	10/15

Week
9
	Civ Pro Midterm (graded) to be taken on 10/15 at 6:30 PM for all class sections
	None
	
	SLO 1, SLO 2, and SLO 3


	Date
	Topic(s)
	Read for class
	Assignments
	SLO

	10/22

Week
10
	No Class

	None
	Individual Student Meetings set during the week either over Zoom or telephonically.
	N/A

	10/29

Week
11
	Legal Memoranda
	Murray: Ch. 8


	Assign #5: TREAT Revisions with Full Law Office Memo; due 11/18.
	SLO 2 and SLO 3

	11/5

Week
12
	Torts Practice Exam (advisory graded) to be taken on 11/5 in class using Word; Revising and Editing Text 
	Murray:  Ch. 8 Review


	
	SLO 1, SLO 2, and SLO 3


	11/12

Week
13
	Review Exam Taking/
Prepare for Final Exam
	Wydick: pp. 87-104
	
	SLO 2 and SLO 3



	11/19

Week
14
	Final Exam to be taken on 11/19 at 6:30 PM for all class sections
	None
	Due: Hypo #5 Revisions with Full Law Office Memo Upload to TWEN before 11:00 PM on 11/18.
	SLO2 and SLO3 





The course schedule is subject to change at the discretion of all Legal Methods instructors.  Any and all changes will be discussed with the students prior to instituting the change and will apply to all sections of Legal Methods.
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